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Transitional devices are like bridges between parts of your paper. They are cues
that help the reader to interpret the ideas a paper develops. Transitional devices are words or phrases that help carry a thought from one sentence to another, from one idea to another, or from one paragraph to another. And finally, transitional devices link sentences and paragraphs together smoothly so that there are no abrupt jumps or breaks between ideas. 

Here is a list of some common transitions
:
To Add:

and, again, and then, besides, equally important, finally, further, furthermore, nor, too, next, lastly, what's more, moreover, in addition, first (second, etc.)

To Compare:

whereas, but, yet, on the other hand, however, nevertheless, on the contrary, by comparison, where, compared to, up against, balanced against, vis a vis, but, although, conversely, meanwhile, after all, in contrast, although this may be true

To Prove:

because, for, since, for the same reason, obviously, evidently, furthermore, moreover, besides, indeed, in fact, in addition, in any case, that is

To Show Exception:

yet, still, however, nevertheless, in spite of, despite, of course, once in a while, sometimes

To Show Time:

immediately, thereafter, soon, after a few hours, finally, then, later, previously, formerly, first (second, etc.), next, and then

To Repeat:

in brief, as I have said, as I have noted, as has been noted

To Emphasize:

definitely, extremely, obviously, in fact, indeed, in any case, absolutely, positively, naturally, surprisingly, always, forever, perennially, eternally, never, emphatically, unquestionably, without a doubt, certainly, undeniably, without reservation


To Show Sequence:

first, second, third, and so forth. A, B, C, and so forth. next, then, following this, at this time, now, at this point, after, afterward, subsequently, finally, consequently, previously, before this, simultaneously, concurrently, thus, therefore, hence, next, and then, soon

To Give an Example:

for example, for instance, in this case, in another case, on this occasion, in this situation, take the case of, to demonstrate, to illustrate, as an illustration, to illustrate

To Summarize or Conclude:

in brief, on the whole, summing up, to conclude, in conclusion, as I have shown, as I have said, hence, therefore, accordingly, thus, as a result, consequently, on the whole

Transitions Practice
Directions: Circle the best transition for the sentence.

1. I would like to see you tomorrow, (so/ however/ again) let’s have lunch together. 
2. My sister loves to eat, (finally/ moreover/ but) I don’t care much about food. 
3. That restaurant is awful. Yesterday, (and/ for example/ however), I found a bug in my soup. 
4. She felt exhausted; (therefore/ nevertheless/ whereas), she took a nap. 
Directions: Next, fill in the blank with the best transition for the sentence. The signal is listed for you in parenthesis after the sentences.
5. He expected to do well on the test, ______________ he had studied diligently. (to prove)
6. John eats five big meals a day; _____________, he never gains weight. (to show exception)
7. Josephine ate too fast. ______________, she had indigestion. (to show sequence) 
8. She had looked for a job for months. ______________, she found one. (to show sequence)
http://www.sinclair.edu/centers/tlc/pub/handouts_worksheets/english/transitions.pdf

Directions: Underline any transitional words or phrases in the following passages. Fill in the spaces below each passage with the transitions you find and identify what kind of signal they give.

A Homeless Man
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One day, I saw a homeless man in the subway. He was a little bit different from other homeless people. When he came into our car, he started making a speech: how hard he had tried to find a job, how difficult it was to do so, how hungry he was, and so on. Then he sang a song with a sad low voice. It sounded pitifully throughout the car. Moreover, his speech was so persuasive that people could not help feeling sympathy. As a result, most people there gave him some change, or even a dollar. His paper cup was filled with money in a minute.

Transition                                      


Signal

__________________                         


 __________________              

__________________                         


 __________________
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 __________________

__________________                         


 __________________
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 __________________

Transitions resources:

http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=web&cd=6&ved=0CEgQFjAF&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.quia.com%2Ffiles%2Fquia%2Fusers%2Faimarig%2FWriting%2FTrans_Just.pps&ei=8IBJUrSRJMy6yAH15oCQBA&usg=AFQjCNE-0aEvXHzgLB-aVLFLNGC9KkafNA
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