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 Descriptive Dialogue Tags


Here is a QUOTE:  “I’m not an alien.”

Here are some TAGS: she said, George replied, she screamed, they sang, he whispered, Clarissa murmured.

Definition: A dialogue tag, also called an attribution, must reflect the action of the speaking, such as: he said, she asked, he commanded, or she ordered.

Dialogue tags using descriptive action verbs show the mood of the dialogue and make the writing stronger and more interesting.

________________________________________________

How many different descriptive dialogue tags (she said / she exclaimed / she smiled / she spat, giving him an angry look) can you add to this quote?

“I’m not an alien.  Sometimes you are so rude.”

Punctuating Dialogue

· Use a comma to separate the quote from the tag ONLY if the tag has a speech verb in it.  A dialogue tag, when followed by a quote should be in lower case. 
EXAMPLE: “You’re the coolest,” he declared.

The punctuation mark always goes INSIDE the quotes.

· If the dialogue tag interrupts a sentence of dialogue, the second portion of the dialogue should be in lower case.

EXAMPLE: “Now then, boy,” he said, “let’s see how well you ride.”

· If you want to put a dialogue tag in between two sentences, capitalize the second sentence of dialogue.
EXAMPLE: “Now then, boy, let’s see how well you ride,” he said.  “Climb up.”

· If the information following a quote is not a dialogue tag (a speech verb), the quote should end with a period.
EXAMPLE: “I thought I would find you here.”  She closed the door quietly behind her.

________________________________________________

Revise these sentences by adding quotation marks and other punctuation:

1.  The view from up here is absolutely amazing Iris exclaimed

2.  Now you know why I couldn’t wait to get here said Tom

3.  I’d love to do that said Ben but we forgot to bring the flashlights to

     guide us back down 

Practice:

Write the most creative descriptive dialogue tags to set the mood…

“Did you bury it?”

“What do you think?  Of course I did.”

“Did anyone see you do it?”

“I don’t think so…Anyway, I’m just relieved it’s finished.”

“All I know is that nobody will ever see it again.”
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